Linschoten, Laval, Valle

of mention, but it seems scarcely worth while3
for the sake of a few minnte additions, to re-sur-
vey ground which has already received ample
attention. With these few remarks, therefore^
we may perhaps be allowed to take leave of a
traveller whose combination of romantic adven-
ture with perspicacity of observation render
him one of the most striking figures in all our
lengthly list,

We come, lastly, to Pietro della Valle, the
famous Italian traveller. Though his actual
Indian travels were not wide, and consequently
do not demand very detailed attention, his name
is one of the best known among all the early
European visitors to India. Appreciation of the
value of his observations in Turkey and Persia
has always been freely accorded him. Praise
from Southey no one need despise, and della
Valle's book obtained it; but the crowning dis-
tinction of a flattering reference to his work by
one of the greatest of the world's historians
would have been sufficient compensation had all
others neglected him.* But the record of his
Indian travels, limited though they were in
extent, and confined, too, to districts of which
the greater part had been visited by previous
travellers, is not less valuable. It amplifies our
knowledge in that peculiar way which is open
only to an observant mind trained by experience

* Southey calls him " that excellent traveller." " No traYeUer," says
Gibbon," knew or described Persia so well as Pietro della Valle/*
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